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5DTT1EL1JHEFIE CUT THERE, right nnuj, a madman 
named Eugene Tsui is designing buildings. IF i_ue 
□"□n't stop him, the Luc-rld mag SDDn be popu- 
lated bg he-uses and civic structures stranger 
than science Fiction. Imagine iF Henrg Darger, 
HierDngmus Bc-sch and Dr. 5euss Formed an 
architectural design Firm, and gc-u might have 

some idea what I'm getting at. 
I was introduced to the ixiorh oF this selF-stgled Evolutionarg Rrchitect bg 

rn, aha the Zen master oF Haching, one oF the senior rioisebridge wizards, 

Luho ashed me to looh at a number oF photos oF Fantastic-loohing structures 

and try to determine which were real and which were Figments oF an alien 

imagination. Rmong them were the Eherhin [3D 5t marg Rxe], the marin Civic 

Center designed bg Franh Llogd LUright, and - most curious oF all - the so- 

oF them real, existing structures 
designed 

and Berheleg, re- 
spectivelg. Instantly B 
intrigued, I Found 
Tsui's website 
www.tdrinc.com - and 
read about the Fa- 
mous house at EIHl 
matthews 5treet that 
Indeed, as alien and Far out and 5pace Rge 5guared as Tsui's designs mag 
looh at First blush, theg are in Fact verg much oF this world: deliberatelg 
and meticulouslg modeled on Forms and structures Found in nature right 
here on Planet Earth. 5uch as the Crescent moon building pictured at the 
lower right [Dubai], or the E-mile-high Ultima Tower - not get built, design 
shown on the next page - which Tsui based on the incrediblg tall and vir- 
tuallg indestructible termite mounds oF RFrica. Looh at these buildings long 

enough and, iF gou're angthing lihe me, theg, 
sure enough start to looh perFectlg natural: 

exciting and Familiar at the same time, Far 
more imaginative than most oF our coohie- 
cutter blochs and boxes and rectangular 
stachs, and get actuallg reguiring not imagi- 
nation so much as the diligence and astute- 
ness to copy the craFt oF the master De- 
signer: mother nature, herselF. 
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he had designed and 
constructed - For a to- 
tal cost oF Se5D, in 
1995 dollars - in imita- 
tion oF the tardigrade, 
which he deemed ""the 
world's most indestruc- 
tible living creature.' 
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